


It is always important to monitor and evaluate our work. An activity to monitor such changes is
included at the beginning of the pack. We would appreciate your feedback on using the activities and
any findings from your group!

Each activity has a suggested age range. However, we recommend you read each activity and decide if
it is appropriate to your group. Each activity has some suggested questions for a final debrief with the
group, but you may find it useful to check in with your groups more frequently depending on
participants. Some issues may be sensitive among the young people you work with. There are fact
boxes which accompany many activities and include supporting information. You can read these aloud,
copy and hand them out to participants or display them in your group. You can start with activity one
and work your way through the pack. More realistically, you can pick and choose activities according to
the interests of your group or the time and resources available. 

The theme of this pack ‘A Rich Man’s World?’ is a very broad theme, which involves many issues to do
with poverty, education, employment and fair relationships between countries and people. Enough
information is provided to enable you to run the activities. However, it is very likely that you may want to
explore a particular issue in more depth, so we have also provided sources of further information and
contact details to take your interest further. As a youth leader, you may find it useful to familiarise
yourself with some background information about Ireland’s current economic situation below.

Background to Ireland’s current economic situation 

Banks in Ireland, and in most countries, make profit by lending money to people, businesses
(including other banks), and charging interest on these loans. Many people, organisations and even
countries owe money to banks. A small amount of borrowing is normal in the world, however recently
many countries - including Ireland - borrowed too much and are in a lot of debt. How did this happen?

In 2008, a number of international banks failed and this caused a global recession. Irish banks had
borrowed large sums of money from other banks. The Irish banks then had large debts and little
money to pay them back. Irish banks needed money more than ever but couldn’t borrow more – a
serious problem not just for the banks but the entire country as the government had to get involved to
guarantee the money in the banks’ customers’ accounts.

Ireland has been a member of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) since 1957. One of the main
roles of the IMF is to make loans to countries who need money, and to support policies to correct
financial problems. In November 2010, the Irish government agreed to ask the IMF and the EU for a
loan. This money was to be used to pay the banks’ debts and pay for public services like health,
education and social welfare. This loan is what’s known as a ‘bail-out’.

The total amount of the deal between Ireland and the EU/IMF was €85 billion. This is equivalent to a
stadium, like Croke Park or Wembley, full with 85,000 fans. Imagine each fan was a millionaire. Their
joint wealth is the total sum of the deal. It is made up of €35 billion for banks, and €50 billion for
public services. Ireland currently spends more than it has, so the Government needs to reduce
spending and increase income. At the time, the Irish government also produced a ‘National Recovery
Plan 2011 – 2014’ to help us do this.  For example, it outlines how €10 billion needs to be cut from
public spending by 2014 and €5 billion raised in income (taxes). This includes cuts to social welfare,
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