Feedback from CONCORD Development Awareness-Raising and Education (DARE) Forum, Brussels 13/14 October 2010
Overview of the 2 days of the DARE meeting

Background information:

The DE Forum is one of the working groups of CONCORD (European NGO confederation for relief and development www.concordeurope.org) established in 2003 . Dochas is a member of CONCORD which has one ‘national platform’ in the EU Member States (24 platforms) and 18 other international networks including Plan Europe and Save the Children, plus some observers (including IDEA). CONCORD has about 15 working groups (http://www.concordeurope.org/Public/Page.php?ID=30). The DEF is one of the oldest working groups in CONCORD (active since 1980’s - before CONCORD was established). DEEEP is the administrative atenna of the DEF (http://www.deeep.org/), based in Brussels and supporting the work of the DEF. DEEEP staff are not members of the DEF. We are currently in the third DEEEP project known as DEEEP 3 (October ’09 – September ’12). The DEF also has a steering group made up of members of the DEF. CONCORD has two main aims: 1. To influence the EU institutions and policies, and to engage with citizens, development NGOs and civil society as a whole to act in solidarity with those living in poverty and to influence their representatives in governments and EU institutions.

General comments from the Brussels meeting:

· Most members of the DARE Forum had attended the 2-day conference on the DEAR study interim report on the previous days (11/12 October) also in Brussels. Having had the opportunity to consider the EC’s role in DEAR over the two day conference greatly influenced the discussion on the role of the DARE Forum.

· The role of DARE (and DEEEP officer Tobias Troll) in the multi-stakeholder process was seen as an important opportunity to increase the awareness of the EC and the Development Commissioner on DEAR. The MSH group met the Commissioner after his speech at the Conference and had a fruitful meeting in terms of raising the profile of DEAR on the Commissioner’s agenda.

· There was a session on the HRBA led by Catherin Naughton from CBM. HRBA is another working group of CONCORD and Catherine is meeting all working groups of CONCORD to promote the HRBA and gauge what the WGs are doing.

· Information regarding National Seminars was available. Deadline to apply to DEEEP is mid-December. Eligible costs include €1,000 coordination costs, €350 for the facilitator/expert’s fee, travel and accommodation for the facilitator/expert can be covered. 70% is paid in advance, and the rest upon receipt of the National Seminar Report. The possibility of the DEG and IDEA running a joint event was discussed. A suggested focus would be how to apply for DEAR grants to EC (next Call for Proposals is thought to be Autumn 2011), combined with a session on the role of DE in development NGOs.

· Working Group Sessions were held on School Curriculum; Youth and Children; Communications; Quality and Impact; and Advocacy. I attended:

· Communication WG (includes Code of Conduct and European Development Days). Participants were reminded to hand over DE materials from their countries for the European Development Days stand (joint initiative between DARE and North-South Centre of the Council of Europe who organise Global Education Week). The theme of ‘images and messages in development’
· Youth and Children WG (I am chair). Plans for 2011 include a 
1. Survey on DEAR activity with young people among DARE members by end of 2010. (Iuliana to coordinate)

2. ‘Position Paper’ for DARE Forum on young people and DEAR by March 2011 (

3. Guidelines on good practice for involving young people in DEAR, and possible information session for the DARE participants (Autumn 2011). 

· 
DARE working plan. The priorities for DARE are the promotion/recognition of DEAR; Quality and Impact; focus on global Civil Society. The working plan for October 2010 – October 2011 was detailed according to the priorities of each Working Group. 
· DEEEP 4. Due to the Calls for Proposals timeline of the Commission, a DEEEP 4 proposal would need to be submitted in 2011 to continue working after the end of DEEEP 3’s 3-year term in 2012. The DEEEP team have already sent a survey to the DARE forum for input on whether DEEEP should seek continuation and further EC funding in the next Call for Proposals. A taskforce was set up (including Matthias Fiedler from IDEA) to plan a strategy for DEEEP 4, taking into account the DEAR study report. There was a request from DEEEP to know if any of the national platforms are willing to co-finance DARE – cost of forum is generally €12,000 - €13,000
· Update on the DESS (Summer School) in Finland 12 – 18 June 2011 in Finland. The organising theme gave an overview of the themes and programme for the DESS. They are looking for experts from the DEAR sector to facilitate sessions. Selection of participants should be done by 15 February 2011. Application forms will be circulated to national platforms by 10 December 2010.
Update from CONCORD ‘Convenors Forum’ (which is a meeting of the Chairs of the CONCORD Working Groups). Main focus was on the CONCORD priorities for 2011 including the MDGs and institutional reform within the EU, e.g. the European External Action Service (EEAS) post-Lisbon treaty. 
AOB, dates of the next meeting – No dates/location confirmed yet, but possibly May 2011. 

Elaine Mahon
21 October 2010
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